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During 36 years at NMSU, Dr. Jerry Holechek has 

published 156 peer reviewed papers and 246 total papers 

related to rangeland and natural resource management, 

worked for 24 ranches, corporations, and government 

agencies as a private consultant, and is well known for 

integrating rangeland ecology with economics. Peer 

reviewed scientific papers he has authored or coauthored are among the most highly cited 

in his profession of range management. He has presented several invited papers and talks, 

appeared on national television, and written articles for major newspapers.   Through the 

years he has taught 10 different classes at NMSU including basic range management, 

range animal ecology, range improvements, and plant community ecology.  He has 

senior-authored two basic textbooks receiving worldwide use.  These include: “ Range 

Management Principles and Practices” in sixth edition and “Natural Resources: Ecology, 

Economics, and Policy” in second edition.  His range management textbook draws 

heavily from his own research, has been translated into two different languages and has 

been the standard range management textbook worldwide for the past 20 years.  Dr. 

Holechek has extensive international experience that includes travel to nearly all parts of 

the world.  His experiences in other countries include Mexico, Canada, Australia, New 

Zealand, Sudan, Vietnam, Russia, Ukraine, Turkey, Brazil, Argentina, Guatemala, Costa 

Rica, Chile, Peru, China, India, Indonesia, Burma, Laos, England, Spain, Morocco, Italy, 

Kenya, Tanzania, South Africa, Ethiopia, Hungary, Cambodia, France, Israel, Jordan, 

Egypt, Nepal, Bhutan, Tibet, Mongolia, Uzbekistan, and Czech Republic. He has been 

called the “Indiana Jones” of his profession.  Dr. Holechek has been highly active in 

humanitarian and conservation work in developing countries in terms of both technical 

and financial support.  He is a member of both the Grand Circle Foundation and Sir 

Edmund Hilary Club that are oriented towards helping local people in rural areas with 

sustainable development.   Dr. Holechek is a former president of the New Mexico Section 

of the Society for Range Management.  Dr. Holechek has received several awards 

including the NMSU Distinguished Research Award, the Society for Range Management 

Outstanding Achievement Award, the Society for Range Management’s second highest 

award, The W. R. Chapline Research Research Award, and most recently in February 

2012, the Society for Range Management’s highest, most prestigious award, The Frederic 

G. Renner Award.  Dr. Holechek was born on March 6, 1948 in Lebanon, Oregon and 

grew up on a ranch in central Oregon still owned by his family.  He is a patriot who 

enlisted for three years of service in the army during the Vietnam war, held the expert 

marksman badge for the army’s highest level of firearms proficiency, and received the 

army commendation medal.  
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