
SOILS LABORATORY (SOIL 252L) 
Syllabus – Fall 2009 

Section 01 Wednesday 2:30-5:00pm, Section 02 Thursday, 2:35-5:05pm 

INSTRUCTOR: William C. Lindemann, Professor of Soil Microbiology/Environmental 
Science 

Section 01 Lab Instructor: Katie Laney Email ktlaney@nmsu.edu  

Section 02 Lab Instructor: Charlene Carr  Email: ccarr@nmsu.edu  

SOIL 252L is a separate class from SOIL 252. Grades in one class do not influence the other. 
The lab is designed to support the lecture and will be coordinated with the lecture class as much 
as possible. 

Objectives: This course is designed to give the student a broad overview of the nature and 
properties of soils through hands on laboratory exercises and field experiences. The goal is to 
give the student a better appreciation of the soils that exist around them. 
 
Course Structure: Students will work together in class to complete each laboratory exercise 
during the assigned class period. However each student must independently prepare the lab 
reports. Plagiarism, copying, or cheating on any assignment, quiz, or exam will result in a failing 
grade for that assignment, quiz, or exam or a failing grade for the course. Please see the Student 
Code of Conduct in The Student Handbook:  
(http://www.mnsu.edu/Campus_Life/vpsa/public_htmlSCOC/index.html) for further reference 
on academic misconduct and the penalties that can be imposed with academic misconduct. 
Students are responsible for both the material covered during the lab period and for what is in the 
lab exercises. Students are responsible for reading the assigned lab exercise prior to the lab 
meeting. A quiz will be given at the beginning of every lab except the first. The quiz will cover 
what was done in lab the prior week and may ask about material in the current day’s lab. The 
laboratory exercises are available on the SOIL 252 black board site (TBA). 

This lab does include field trips and students should wear appropriate clothing (hats, 
rugged footwear, sunscreen, etc.). Additionally a calculator is often useful in the lab.  
 
Attendance: Attendance is mandatory. If you know you will need to miss a lab contact the TA 
to see what arrangements can be made to make it up or attend another section. 
 
Grading: A short quiz will be given during the beginning of each lab period. Quizzes are 
constructed and graded by the TA’s. The grades for the class are determined by the following 
percentages and points. 
  

• 12 Quizzes (drop 2) each 20 points                                                                          50%  
• 11 lab assignments each 4 points and 2 formals lab reports each 28 points            25% 
• Comprehensive final 100 points                   25%  



Disabilities: If you have a disability that interferes with your performance as a student in this 
lab, you are encouraged to discuss this in confidence with Services for Students with Disabilities 
(646-6840, Garcia Annex 102). http://www.nmsu.edu/~ssd/ 
 

 

SOIL 252 – Lab 
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 

Fall 2009 

Below is the tentative schedule.  

 
  
Exercise          Dates               Title 

1          8/26-8/27  Rocks and Minerals 

2 & 3         9/2-9/3  Soil Sample Collection and Preparation / Soil Moisture 

                                     Determination 

            4 9/9-9/10  Field Trip: Soil Formation 

            5          9/16-9/17  Soil Texture  

            6          9/23-9/24  Field Trip: Soil Morphology 

            7          9/30-10/01  Bulk Density and Particle Density (Formal Report #1) 

            8          10/7-10/8  Water Movement (Formal Report #1 Due) 

                        10/12   Last Date to Drop with a W 

                        10/14-10/15  Field Trip: Alluvial Soils  

            9          10/21-10/22  Soil Colloids 

            10        10/28-10/29  pH and EC (soluble salts) (Formal Report #2) 

            11        11/4-11/5  Soil Biology (Formal Report #2 Due) 

            12        11/11-11/12  Soil Fertility 

            13        11/18-11/19  Land Use + Review and Final Exam Preparation 

                        11/23-11/27  Thanksgiving  

  12/2-12/3  Finals Review 

     12/9-12/10  Section 1 & 2 Final Exams (Regular Class Hours) 


