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Sheep scientists boost producers proﬁts
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weight at weaning. 8o far, sclen-

" fista have increased sale we:ght :

by about 10 percent,
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Sheep produrers m New Meoe
ice derive thedr incore from two

primary sources, One i3 selling. -

iamahs shortly after wesning,
which provides more than
three-quarters of annnal

.- ingomne. The second is selling

fine waal b0 & worldwide mare- .

ket, primarily in April and May. -
"We saw an interesfing oppor- -
“{unity to improve inceme on the

lamb side by

increasing weight
at the time of sale,” said Tim .

Boss, an NMS animal science
want to stress that
we're not creating 8 new breed.
We're simply applying an alter-
natwemanagmnmbm.tegy
intredse profit margins,”
Roeg’ study began two jears

age in Corona uzing 24( of the
university’s highly developed
Rambouwillet ewes. Engwn for
their fine wool, the white-fared
Fambtw are known as the
argest and‘among the strongeat
of the nation’s ﬁne—wool sheep
Selected Rambouillets were
uséd to boost ineome and meat

produetion by ervsging them

with 8 matton hreed. NMSITy

ehofce waa Buffolk, 8 relatively
large bread developed in Eng-
land and well-known for high -
quabity meat. Suiffelles have
black faces and legs,
Ultimately; 160 of the tough
range ewes were bred, half by

‘the lumbering Suffolk rarns.

The remainder were mated to a

Fam et corttrol group. |
: N’ﬁ%mreusem'chers then gauged _

lzmb weight at Wrth, merking

{when damhg are tagged, tails
and castrated), and

finaily, at

, Mﬂlestuﬂ}fsﬁratyear,lmnh ;
weight ata
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second vear; i

cent, Duning

climbed 10 percent over the con--

tral group. Lambs are sold when -

they're about six months old,

“The bottam line g that we
had more pounds of lamb to
sell,” Roas agid. ’
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