Tent caterpillars tend to feed upon the buds and
| eaves of their hosts. They tend to defoliate trees early in
the growi ng season so that trees often tines are able to re-
| eaf and recover fromthe danage. In rare situations, a young
tree is defoliated beyond repair, particularly if the tree
has been stressed by other environnental conditions or if
they are newy transplanted and do not yet have enough food
reserves in their root systemto keep the tree going during
severe defoliation.

Controlling Tent Caterpillars

There are several predators and parasites which can
attack the tent caterpillar. These can include certain wasps,
flesh flies and birds. A nore direct control nmethod is the
si npl e mechani cal control option of renmoving the branch that
has been tented by the caterpillar. This will renove t he nest
directly and therefore the protection for any stray
caterpillars.

The other recomended and very effective option is
spraying the tree with Bacillus thuringensis (Bt). Bt is a
natural Iy occuring bacteriumthat will cause paralysis within
the gut of immture insects in the noth and butterfly famly.
Because this is a very specific bacterium it can be used
safely around the house wi thout any negative effects. Bt can
be purchased at nurseries and hardware stores |ocally.

More information on this topic and other insect
related areas may be obtained by contacting:

Taos County Extension Office
202 Cham sa Road, Suite B
5671 NDCBU

Taos, New Mexico 87571

(505) 758-3982

New Mexico State University is an equal oopportunity

enpl oyer and educator. NMSU, USDA and Taos County cooperating.
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The tent caterpillar is wdely distributed throughout
the United States. There are several species of tent
caterpillar. Several subspecies of these insects also exist
across the country. The larvae of these insects can be very
destructive to some fruit and shade trees as well as sone
bushes in our area.

The cycl e of these insects is very simlar. The tent
caterpillars tend to overwi nter as fully devel oped enbryos in
the egg stage. They hatch in the early spring at about the
sane time that the | eaves and fl owers on trees and bushes seem
to enmerge. The young | arvae then enmerge and begin to feed on
the tender | eaves. The larvae will then forma tent or pad of
silken threads. This tent is used for resting, protection
frombad weat her and for protection frompredators. Wen the
larvae are in their early instars, they tend to feed in
groups. As they nature to later instar stages, they feed
alone at which tinme they tend to eat nore |eaf nmatter and
cause nore danmage. After four to six weeks, they forma cocoon
and enter the pupal stage. They will spend two to t hree weeks
in the cocoon and energe as adults where upon they will nate
and | ay eggs on live twigs and the process will begin again.

The Western Tent Caterpillar nothis brown with Iight
buff-colored stripes and is the nost likely insect to cause
probl ems i n our area. Other tent caterpillar noths include the
Eastern Tent Caterpillar noth which is a red-brown noth with
di agonal white stripes and the Forest Tent caterpillar noth
which is a light buff-brown and chunky with two dark |ines on
t he forew ngs.



