


Figure 2. Dodder flowers in small clusters along the stems. Pictures from Weeds of California and Other Western States.

(Photos by J.M. DiTomaso; used with permission.)

with dodder history need to be monitored frequently, and
new dodder plants must be removed as soon as possible.

Prevention

Preventive management includes planting dodder-free
crop seeds, cleaning agricultural machinery before moving
from an infested area to a non-infested area, and manag-
ing existing populations prior to seed production so as to
not spread dodder seeds. While small infestations can be
removed by hand to prevent the production of the seed,
the recommendation for controlling extensive infestations
is to remove the host plant and, if possible, replant with
non-host crops.

Cultural Control

Planting non-host grass crops (e.g., corn, sorghum),
winter crops (e.g., winter wheat, broccoli, legumes),
and transplanted trees with bark (e.g., pecan) can be
effective in managing dodder in an infested area. However,
certain broadleaf weeds such as pigweeds, lambsquarters,
Russian thistle, and field bindweed serve as dodder host
plants and will need to be controlled as part of a successful
dodder management strategy. Furthermore, due to the lon-
gevity of dodder seed, once a host crop is planted again
fields need to be monitored regularly, and new dodder
plants must be removed immediately.

Mechanical Control

Dodder infestation can be decreased by hand-pulling,
burning, cutting, or close mowing of the infested plants.
If growers decide to use cultivation for dodder control,
cultivation should be done prior to dodder’s attachment
to the host plant.

Chemical Control

Several post-emergence (POST) and pre-emergence
(PRE) herbicides are effective for dodder control/
suppression. Common PRE herbicides (applied prior
to dodder emergence) for dodder control include Kerb
(pronamide), Treflan (trifluralin), and Prowl (pendi-
methalin). POST application (applied after dodder
emergence) of Dacthal (DCPA), Scythe (pelargonic
acid), Raptor (imazamox), Pursuit (imazethapyr), and
Gramoxone (paraquat) have been shown to be effective
in dodder control/suppression (Table 1). Broadcast or
selective (spot treatment) application of Roundup
(glyphosate) also has been shown to provide good control
of dodder; however, spot treatments of Roundup will
result in crop injury in non-Roundup Ready crops.
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The recommendations in this publication are pro-
vided only as a guide. The authors and New Mexico
State University assume no liability resulting from
their use. Mention of specific products does not imply
an endorsement or guarantee of those products, nor
does 1t imply criticism of other, similar products.

Please be aware that pesticide labels and reg-
istration can change at any time; by law, it is the
applicator’s responsibility to use pesticides ONLY
according to the directions on the current label. Use
pesticides selectively and carefully and follow recom-
mended procedures for the safe storage and disposal
of surplus pesticides and containers.

Contents of publications may be freely reproduced for educational purposes. All other rights reserved. For permission to use
publications for other purposes, contact pubs@nmsu.edu or the authors listed on the publication.

New Mexico State University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer and educator. NMSU and the U.S. Department

of Agriculture cooperating.
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