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My 4-H Story

 My name is Kayleigh Denton and I am 10 years old. Eric and 
Michelle Denton are my parents. I have 2 sisters, McKenzie (8) 
and Teagan ( 4). I live in Clovis, NM, and go to school at Texico 
Elementary School. I joined 4-H when I was 6 and did Clover 
Buds for 2 years. I am a member of the Texico 4 H club in Curry 
County. 
 This year I participated in numerous projects and contests. 
My favorite project and the one that took me the most amount of 
time was my Market Swine project. This year was my third year 
to show pigs at our county fair. Every year I just want to grow 
on the last year. I want to get to a point where my Dad doesn’t 
have to help me at all. I was so proud of myself for being more  
independent and confident this year. He didn’t help me with  
bedding or cleaning the pens at all this year. I had to overcome 
my pigs getting sick and trialing different methods to get them 
back to health. My cross got a cough and was having heart bum 
problems. We had to add medicine to his feed and he finally 
got better. My spot got an infection in his foot. We had to visit 
the vet and put ointment on his foot for a few weeks to make it  
better. By the time county fair came around, thankfully all my pigs 
were healthy and I was able to show them. They all had different 
personalities and I had so much fun getting to work with them on 
how to be show pigs. I named two of my pigs after superhero’s 
from the Avengers movies, Falcon and Bucky, and I also had a 
Duroc that I named Mystery. I went to 2 Jackpots this year for the 



first time. They were in Belen and Fort Sumner and it was so good 
to get some practice in and see what I needed to work on with my 
pigs before County Fair. I sold my Cross at our County Fair, so 
I only had my Duroc and Spot to show at the NM Jr. Livestock 
Expo. My proudest accomplishment this year was winning my 
first belt buckle. I got it for NM Bred Reserve Champion Duroc at 
the Expo. Unfortunately, this was a hard show for me and I didn’t 
place good enough to make the sale. This was a hard lesson from 
doing so good in the NM Bred show to then not placing as good 
in the Market Swine Show. I then went on  to the final show of the 
year at ENMSF. I was able to make the sale with my Spot and my 
Duroc went back to the breeder. After 6 months, my time with my 
pigs was over. 
 As part of my livestock experience this year, it was the first 
time I entered Judging contests, meats and livestock. It was fun 
for me to learn more about pigs than just the breeds I had. I went to 
judging practice for a few weeks at my county office and learned 
so much about all types of livestock and the tools needed to look 
after them.
 Another project I did this year was Mix and Match. My 
Grammy is the sewing expert in my family and I loved to spend 
the time with her learning lots of new skills, like how to make 
a button hole. It was the first time for me to go to County and 
District contest in Fashion Revue. It was fun for me to model the 
dress, shorts and mask I had made. I was nervous to talk to the 
judges, but I was happy with myself when it was all over.
 This year I also learned a lot in the Baking Project. I 
loved the Baking workshop day where we got to bring home  
chocolate chip cookie dough and make it at home. It was so  
delicious and the brownies we also made were great! I had 
39 entries in the baking section at County Fair, as I really like  



baking all in all the different sections. Favorite Foods was also 
new to me this year and I learned a lot. I like to eat healthy and 
people always think it’s funny that I always order a salad at  
restaurants! So I made a delicious garden salad as my entry. I loved 
to decorate the table and coordinated it with my menu for the day.
 This year also I made a very good 4-H friend. For her  
birthday, her Mom brought us to a pottery store to make and  
decorate some pieces. I love to be crafty so this was a lot of fun. 
From this I entered a plate and an ice cream sculpture into our 
county fair.
 This year I also enjoyed a lot of the Project days that the 
Extension office put on. It helped me to get some of my entries 
ready for the County Fair.

 

 4-H has helped me to stay calm when under pressure.  
Sometimes my pigs don’t do what I want them to do, but I 
have learned if I stay calm, the pig will do what I want it to do. 
I am still very nervous about public speaking and all of these  
experiences have pushed me to be better. I’m still not perfect but 
I want to work on this and 4-H gives us lots of opportunities to 
work on it. These experiences have helped me to be a little bit 
more confident about speaking up at church and at school. 
 Being a Covid year was hard that we missed so many  
in person club meetings. Our first get together with other club  
members was the painting of the pig pens at our county fairgrounds. 
Maybe more paint ended up in my hair and on my clothes, but it 
was fun to see lots of my 4-H friends that I hadn’t seen in a while. 
It also felt good to give back to the community. These hadn’t 
been painted in 20 years and they looked so good at the fair this 
year. I was proud to serve and give my 4-H hands to make my  
community look better. 
 My future 4-H goals are to keep improving with my  



Market Swine project. I want to learn more about Judging and 
all the different animals and equipment that is needed. Now that 
I have experienced Fashion Revue and Favorite Foods, I already 
have some funky designs and yummy meals in mind for next year! 
 Outside of 4-H I want to continue to improve on my  
swimming. This keeps me healthy and makes me stronger for  
dealing with my pigs when they don’t want to go the way I want 
them to. My goal is also to maintain my good grades in school. 
With church I want to get more involved and speak up more. I want 
to find ways to help out in my community through my church and 
give back to the less fortunate. 
 I am so thankful for all the benefits 4-l-I brings into my life 
and I can’t wait to continue to grow in 4-H.




