
Large Animal Emergency Rescue 
John R. Allen, Socorro County Cooperative Extension 

Extension’s Response 

Starting in 2015, The Socorro County agent began collaborating with the Socorro 

County Emergency Manager and started collecting specialized large animal emergency 

rescue equipment and a horse rescue mannequin for trainings around New Mexico.  

Capitalizing on the strengths of the NMSU Cooperative Extension Service’s extensive 

knowledge of large animal behavior and handling practices, the agent assembled a 

team and started to offer trainings throughout New Mexico. The trainings provide 

practical consideration, animal behavioral understanding, specialty equipment 

techniques, methodologies and tactics behind the safe extraction of a live, large 

animal from entrapments in an emergency.  Participants of these trainings also learn 

how to function within the incident command system when responding to incidents. 

They learn safety procedures when handling emergencies involving large animals and 

the unique challenges rescue crews face when handling stressed animals.  

Utilizing Kinesthetic learning the participants get to practice handling various large 

animals ranging from horses to cattle and llamas.  They master the practical 

application of large animal rescue equipment such as slings, rescue harnesses, glides, 

and learn how to build simple enclosure facilities.    

Trainings offered in New Mexico include Awareness Level, Operations Level and 

Advanced Technical Level. There have been over 300 participants ranging from rescue 

personal to 4-H youth and emergency managers taking part in these trainings.  

Situation 

Emergencies involving large 

animals are exceptionally 

dangerous to both humans and 

animals involved.  

First responders are often 

unfamiliar with handling large 

animals and require specialized 

training in animal behavior, best 

handling practices and rescue 

equipment.  

When a cattle truck over 

turned on I-25 in 

Albuquerque 

Rescue crews cited a 

recent Large Animal 

Emergency Rescue 

Training as being vital in 

the successful resolution 

of the incident. 

 (KOAT Action 7 News) 

Results 

Surveys are utilized to measure the level on increased knowledge. During the training in 

2017, it was reported that 

 75% of participants felt more confident in handling large animals

 80% of participants felt more confident in using the Incident Command System

 80% of participants felt confident that the information and procedures they

learned would be helpful in an emergency involving large animals






