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EXTENSION’S RESPONSE 

Generally the goal of the program is to develop a
Community Seed Library and Swap Program
designated for Grants, Cibola County, and it’s
surrounding communities. Along with development
of the program, the intention is to engage
community members with common interests to
extend and enhance knowledge about agriculture
and horticulture within the homes of the average
citizen. This in turn will benefit positive community
development and will encourage healthy eating, and
the oral history tradition that this particular
community holds so close.

SITUATION

Cibola County is one of seven counties 
in the state that have obesity rates 
higher than that of the state average.

According to the World Health 
Organization  One risk factor for 
obesity is the lack of fresh fruits of 
vegetables in the average diet. 

Most home gardeners are gardening to 
save money; Bur pee Seed Co. 
reported an estimate of per $50 spent 
on seeds and fertilizer for a garden, 
produce around $1,250 in crops.

 In 80 years, 93% of variety in food 
seeds was lost.  According to Rural 
Advancement Foundation 
International

 The seed library process promotes 
local biodiversity by preserving plant 
varieties, supporting small scale 
farmers and gardeners, and cultures.

IMPACT

In Cibola County, there is a positive interest in seed swapping and preservation, along with
information regarding successful gardening techniques and practices. Program evaluations where
distributed at each event this year. Participant’s feedback indicated 100% of them gained knowledge,
and 94% selected excellent on usefulness of information. Evaluation comments from participants
include “Lots of good information”, “Great program! Thank you!” and “This is wonderful”
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