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SITUATION  According to the United States 

Drought Monitor Colfax County has been in D3-

D4 drought for 40 weeks since December of 2017.  

D-3 is extreme drought which is major crop and 

pasture losses and widespread water shortages and 

D-4 is exceptional drought which is widespread 

crop/pasture losses, shortages of water in reser-

voirs, streams, and wells. 
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EXTENSION’S RESPONSE  The Colfax County Extension Service partnered with Colfax County Soil and 

Water Conservation District, Colfax County Farm Bureau, Ag New Mexico, FNB New Mexico, and the Cimarron Mer-

cantile, LLC, to host a drought workshop to 56 participants from Colfax County, Union County, Texas, and Colorado.  

There were 32 white males, 16 white females, 6 Hispanic males, and 2 Hispanic females in attendance.  Ray Archuleta 

was the presenter for the day long event along with Gabe Brown and Alejandro Carrillo.  Ray Archuleta is a professional 

soil scientist, with certification from the Soil Science Society of America, a soil conservationist, water quality specialist, 

conservation agronomist, with 30 years experience working for the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  The partici-

pants were given examples from his Soil Health Academy, Live Demonstrations, and technical assistance that they can 

go and apply on their respective operations.  Archuleta presented “living soil” for those producers caught in the bind be-

tween the economic realities of ag and their desire to care for the soil that sustains them. 

IMPACT 

96.5% of the participants reported that they were going 

to try implementing one or more of the grazing best 

practices that Archuleta presented on and apply it in 

their operations to see if it would have the same results 

that have occurred in other areas of the world that are in 

or have had similar weather patterns like Colfax County 

has been experiencing. The 3.5% that were not interest-

ed in the best practices reported it was due to the fact it 

would be too labor intensive  to implement. 

FEEDBACK FROM PARTICIPANTS 

 “He has a way of showing what science has proven and 

encourages collaborative adoption”   Tuda Owner 

 “The technical advise was helpful to ensure sustainable 

management of my grasslands  that range  from 8,500 

ft. to 5,900 ft. in elevation.”   Pam Owner  

 “The biomimicry and agro ecology  information will be 

helpful in restoring forest and pasture land after the fires 

this summer”  John Invasive Species Manager 

73.75% D-3 

36.89% D-4 


