
 

 
  

 

  
   

 

SITUATION 
In an online poll conducted by National Science Teachers Association, 44.6% of educators reported time for 
science decreased in the 2010-2011 school year compared to the year before. The survey also found 26.3% 
spent less than 100 minutes each week on science instruction. Only 18.6% reported spending 250-300 minutes 
or more in science weekly, while nearly 26.1% spent 200-250 minutes on the subject, while time spent on   
teaching English and language Arts increased. Furthermore, the National Science Board’s Science of             
Engineering Indicators for 2015 concluded that 75% of New Mexico fourth grade students did not demonstrate 
proficiency in the knowledge and skills taught at their grade level. Less time spent teaching scientific concepts 
correlates with decreased demonstrated proficiency of knowledge and skills in the area of science and               
mathematics. 

NMSU ETENSION RESPONSE 
Curry County 4-H partnered with seven teachers to provide experiential learning opportunities for 140 3rd 
grade students using the Egg to Chick program. The curriculum used meetsNational Science Standards in that 
it helps students meet abilities necessary to conduct scientific inquiry; learn characteristics of organisms; learn 
life cycles of organisms; learn how organisms interact within their environments; and to enhance their abilities 
of technical design. The program also engages teachers in collaborative teaching and brings hands-on life                   
science into the classroom. 

    

IMPACT 
Teachers reported 75% of their students increased their scientific inquiry skills as a result of the program. The 
students also demonstrated a greater appreciation of living things. All teachers reported a 100% increase in stu-
dent knowledge gained regarding embryonic development. 

Because of the Program, students: 

Quotes 
“I want to learn about life cycles and maybe study animals” 
    - 3rd grade female 

“It teaches skills and standards that are critical” 

    -3rd grade teacher 

“Enjoyed watching city kids learn where their food comes 
from”     

    -3rd grade teacher 

“I thought this was fun and interesting” 

    -3rd grade student 
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58% have utilized math skills learned in the program 

79% are comfortable with scientific concepts 

83% have an understanding of embryonic develop-

ment 
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82% demonstrated an understanding of the life cycle 

 






