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IDENTIFYING INSECTS
100 Common Insects of New 

Mexico

ÅOrders of Insects and their Relatives
ÅCommon Names (usually associated with 

families)
ÅMouthparts
ÅMetamorphosis



SOME NON- INSECTS 

ÁClass Crustacea ïSowbugs

ÁClass Diplopoda ïMillipedes

ÁClass Chilopoda ïCentipedes

ÁClass Arachnida ïSpiders etc.

ÁOrder Araneae ïSpiders

ÁOrder Scorpiones ïScorpions

ÁOrder Acari ïMites and Ticks



SOME ORDERS OF INSECTS 
WITH SIMPLE OR NO 

METAMORPHOSIS
ÂBlattaria ïCockroaches

Â Isoptera ïTermites

ÂDermaptera ïEarwigs

ÂAnoplura ïSucking lice

ÂHemiptera ïTrue Bugs

ÂHomoptera ïAphids, 

Cicadas 

etc.

ÂThysanura ïSilverfish (no 

metamorphosis)

ÂOdonata ïDragonflies and 

Damselflies

ÂOrthoptera ïGrasshoppers

ÂMantodea ïMantids

ÂPhasmida - Walkingsticks



SOME ORDERS OF INSECTS 
WITH COMPLETE METAMORPHOSIS

ÁNeuroptera ïNet-winged insects

ÁLepidoptera ïButterflies, Skippers and Moths

ÁColeoptera - Beetles

ÁSiphonaptera - Fleas

ÁDiptera - Flies

ÁHymenoptera ïAnts, Bees and Wasps



100 COMMON INSECTS
NON - INSECTS 

ÅCLASS CRUSTACEA ïORDER ISOPODA -
Sowbug

ÅNot true insects

Å7 pairs of legs

ÅChewing mouthparts

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅAntennae

ÅScavengers

ÅNo wings



100 COMMON INSECTS
NON - INSECTS 

ÅCLASS DIPLOPODAïMillipede

ÅNot true insects

Å2 pairs of legs/segment

ÅChewing mouthparts

ÅFeed on plants

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅAntennae

ÅNo wings



100 COMMON INSECTS
NON - INSECTS 

ÅCLASS CHILOPODA ïCentipede

ÅNot true insects

Å1 pair of legs/segment

ÅPredators

ÅChewing 

mouthparts

ÅSimple 

metamorphosis

ÅAntennae

ÅNo wings



100 COMMON INSECTS
NON - INSECTS 

ÅCLASS ARACHNIDA ïSpiders, Scorpions, 
Mites and Ticks

ÅNot true insects

ÅEight legs (Four pairs)

ÅTwo body parts (cephalothorax or prosoma and 
abdomen or opisthosoma)

ÅChewing/sucking mouthparts

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅNo antennae

ÅNo wings



100 COMMON INSECTS
NON - INSECTS 

ÅCLASS ARACHNIDA ïORDER SCORPIONES 
ïScorpion

ÅSegmented 

abdomen

ÅTwo major 

body parts

ÅVenomous 

sting

ÅPredators

ÅClaw-like 

pedipalps



100 COMMON INSECTS
NON - INSECTS 

ÅCLASS ARACHNIDA ïACARI ïTick

ÅBlood-sucking mites

ÅOnly one body part

ÅSucking mouthparts

ÅLarvae six-legged

ÅNymphs and adults

ïEight-legged

Photo by S. Liesner 



100 COMMON INSECTS
NON - INSECTS 

ÅCLASS ARACHNIDA ïARANEAE - Spider

ÅProduce silk

ÅSome build webs,

others hunt 

for prey

ÅPredators

ÅVenom glands 

in mouthparts

Brown Recluse



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅClass Insecta

ÅSix legs (three pairs)

ÅThree body parts (Head, thorax and 
abdomen)

ÅChewing or sucking mouthparts

ÅAdults usually with wings

ÅNo metamorphosis to complete 
metamorphosis



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER THYSANURA ïSilverfish

ÅNo wings

ÅFlattened carrot-shaped

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅChewing mouthparts

ÅScavengers

ÅThree hair-like appendages

at tip of abdomen



100 COMMON INSECTS

Å ORDER ODONATA  ïDragonfly

Å Strong wings

Å Simple metamorphosis

Å Chewing 

mouthparts

Å Large 

compound eyes

Å Predators on 

other insects

Å Antennae short, 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

Å ORDER ODONATA  ïDamselfly

Å Weaker flyers

Å Simple metamorphosis

Å Chewing 

mouthparts

Å Large 

compound eyes

Å Predators on 

other insects

Å Antennae short, 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER ORTHOPTERA  ïShort-Horned Grasshopper

ÅWinged or wingless

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅChewing 

mouthparts

ÅMostly plant-feeders

ÅJumping hind legs 

ÅAntennae relatively

short 



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER ORTHOPTERA ïLong-horned Grasshopper

ÅMost also called katydids

ÅWinged or wingless

ÅMostly plant-feeders

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅJumping hind legs

ÅChewing 

mouthparts

ÅAntennae long, 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER ORTHOPTERA ïCamel Cricket

ÅWingless

ÅHump-backed

ÅJumping hind legs

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅChewing 

mouthparts

ÅAntennae long 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER ORTHOPTERA ïJerusalem Cricket

ÅWingless

ÅBurrowing

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅJumping hind legs

ÅChewing 

mouthparts

ÅPredators on 

other insects

ÅAntennae short, 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER ORTHOPTERA ïCricket

ÅUsually with wings

ÅCommon

ÅJumping hind legs

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅChewing 

mouthparts

ÅUsually herbivorous

ÅAntennae long, 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER MANTODEA ïMantid

ÅWinged or Wingless

ÅRaptorial front legs

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅChewing 

mouthparts

ÅPredators on 

other insects

ÅAntennae short, 

bristle-like

Photo by Howard Beuhler



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER PHASMIDA ïWalkingstick

ÅUsually Wingless

ÅOn shrubs and trees

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅChewing 

mouthparts

ÅFeed on plants

ÅAntennae long or short 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER BLATTARIA ïGerman Cockroach

ÅPests in houses

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅChewing 

mouthparts

ÅFeed on a wide variety of

foods

ÅAntennae long, 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER BLATTARIA ïOriental Cockroach

ÅFemales wingless, males winged

ÅPests in houses, sewers

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅChewing 

mouthparts

ÅFeed on a wide variety

of foods

ÅAntennae long, 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER BLATTARIA ïAmerican Cockroach

ÅAdults with wings

ÅPests in houses, sewers

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅChewing 

mouthparts

ÅFeed on a wide variety

of foods

ÅAntennae long, 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER ISOPTERA ïTermite

ÅWingless (except unmated reproductives)

ÅSocial

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅChewing 

mouthparts

ÅFeed on wood

ÅAntennae short, 

bead-like segments



100 COMMON INSECTS

Å ORDER DERMAPTERA ïEarwig

Å Wingless or winged

Å With claw-like cerci 

Å Usually under plant material

Å Simple metamorphosis

Å Chewing 

mouthparts

Å Plant-feeders or

occasionally

predators on 

other insects

Å Antennae short, 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER ANOPLURA ïSucking Louse

ÅWingless

ÅParasitic

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅSucking

mouthparts

ÅAntennae short, 

bristle-like
Photo by S. Liesner 



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER HEMIPTERA ïWater Boatman

ÅWinged as adults

ÅAquatic

ÅHind legs shaped like oars

ÅFront legs scoop-like

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅSucking

mouthparts

ÅFeed on algae

ÅAntennae short, 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER HEMIPTERA ïBackswimmer

ÅWinged as adults

ÅAquatic

ÅHind legs shaped like oars

ÅFront legs NOT scoop-like

ÅSwims upside-down

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅSucking

mouthparts

ÅPredatory on other insects

ÅAntennae short, 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER HEMIPTERA ïWater Strider

ÅWinged as adults

ÅAquatic on surface 

ÅFirst legs raptorial

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅSucking

mouthparts

ÅFeed on other insects

ÅAntennae short, 

bristle-like



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER HEMIPTERA ïPlant Bug or Leaf Bug

ÅWinged as adults

ÅTerrestrial

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅSucking

mouthparts

ÅMost feed on plants

ÅAntennae medium 

long, jointed
Photo by J. Scott Bundy



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER HEMIPTERA ïAmbush Bug

ÅWinged as adults

ÅTerrestrial ïusually on flowers

ÅFront legs raptorial

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅSucking

mouthparts

ÅFeed on other insects

ÅAntennae short, 

jointed



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER HEMIPTERA ïAssassin Bug

ÅWinged as adults

ÅTerrestrial 

ÅFront legs slightly raptorial

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅSucking

mouthparts

ÅFeed on other insects

ÅAntennae medium to long, 

jointed



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER HEMIPTERA ïDamsel Bug

ÅWingless or winged as adults

ÅTerrestrial 

ÅFront legs slightly raptorial

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅSucking

mouthparts

ÅFeed on other insects

ÅAntennae medium to long, 

jointed



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER HEMIPTERA ïSeed Bug

ÅWinged as adults

ÅTerrestrial 

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅSucking

mouthparts

ÅMost feed on plants

ÅAntennae medium,

jointed



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER HEMIPTERA ïLeaf-footed Plant  Bug

ÅWinged as adults

ÅTerrestrial 

ÅHind legs often with flattened,

leaf-like edges

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅSucking

mouthparts

ÅFeed on plants

ÅAntennae medium  to long, 

jointed



100 COMMON INSECTS

ÅORDER HEMIPTERA ïStink Bug

ÅWinged as adults

ÅTerrestrial 

ÅSimple metamorphosis

ÅSucking

mouthparts

ÅMost feed on plants, few

are predatory

ÅAntennae medium, 

jointed


