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https://4hcontestsnorth.nmsu.edu/ 

• Test your knowledge of bugs, plants, wildlife habitats, meats and 
more. 

• Challenge yourself to read poetry, your own story, show us your 
talents, music. 

• Cook-up amazing foods for the judges to taste and hear about 
your knowledge of nutrition facts. 

• Explain why choosing one product over another is better with 
Consumer Decision Making. 

• Model your handmade fashion in Fashion Revue. 
• And so much more….. 

 

 
Challenge yourself at County level, then go on to the District level in 
Clayton, NM to compete with your Northern District 4-H friends for 

Novice and Juniors in June, or in July if you are a Senior 
at Senior Leadership Retreat. 

Fill-out the Rio Arriba County 4-H Contest Interest Form today and email 
it to jczmyrid@nmsu.edu included in this issue of the Cloverleaf. For 
more information about the different contests check out the link above.  
Rio Arriba County Contest will follow these rules.          Continued on page 2 
 
 

Elise, Aubrey, 
Kambrie, Alonso 

and Joshua 
 

mailto:rioarriba@nmsu.edu
mailto:jczmyrid@nmsu.edu


  
Dates to Remember 

April 4– 4-H Take 10 - Zoom Training- Sm Animal 
School 
April 6 – NM 1-Day Cattle Grad program, Stanley 
April 9 – Archery, rescheduled 5:30pm, Los Alamos 
April 12 – Uniquely New Mexico Project Day 
April 13 – RACFA Mandatory Leader Training 9am-
12pm, Extension Main Conference room 
April 15 – Ranch Camp Ap due 
April 19 – County Contest Interest form Due 
April 19-21 – Youth Get-Away, Glorieta 

      

Livestock Tagging Dates 
at Rural Events Center, 
Abiquiu 
Saturdays - 9am to 1pm 
 
Swine/Sheep/Goat May 4 
Rabbits/Poultry  June 29 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

continued from pg 1 
 
Ag and General Contests: Thursday, April 
25th, 4pm, Extension Office, Abiquiu 
FCS (Home Ec) Contest Areas, April 27th, 
10am, Extension Office, Abiquiu 
 
Return completed form found at the end of 
this newsletter to my email: 
jczmyrid@nmsu.edu or turn into Extension 
offices due Friday, April 19th. For study 
materials & District Contest Handbook go to: 
https://rioarribaextension.nmsu.edu/programs/
4h.html 
 
To participate in District Contest you must be 
a 4-H member and have participated in these 
county contests.  

 

 

JOIN US 
April Project Day: 

Uniquely New Mexico 
Friday, April 12th 

 Join us Friday, April 12th here at the 
Abiquiu Extension office to learn how to 

create and make Uniquely New Mexico 4-H 
projects for the Fair or just for fun. 

Materials provided, but feel free to bring 
your own. Please RSVP: 505-685-4523 

 

April 25 – RA General & Ag County Contests 4pm 
April 27 – RA FCS County Contests 10am 
May 1 – Horse Certificates Due to RA CES 
May 4 - Goat, Sheep & Swine Tagging 
May 2-5 - NM State 4-H Senior Shooting Sports 
Championship, Raton NM 
May 12 – Mother’s Day 
May 18 – Small Animal School, Bernalillo 
June 11 – NE Dist Novice & Jr Shooting Contest 
 

https://rioarribaextension.nmsu.edu/programs/4h.html
https://rioarribaextension.nmsu.edu/programs/4h.html


 
  

Rio Arriba County Fair 
Association Mandatory 
Club Leader Training 
 
RACFA is looking for RSVP's for the club leader 
meeting on the 13th of April.  
 
We will be going over the Rule book, the Show 
Schedule and the upcoming events. as well as 
searching for volunteers to help around fair week.  
 
We would appreciate one person from each club 
present if possible.  
 
PLEASE rsvp by April 5th so that we can have 
enough food for everyone.  
 
It will be held from 9:00am- 12:00pm  
 
Thank you, RACFA Board  
 
   

RE-scheduled Archery Competition 
April 9, 5:30pm   $5.00 



   
           

  

  

 
There will be two Take 10 presentations on April 4. 
The first Take 10 with 4-H - Small Animal School 
will be on Thursday April 4 at 12:15pm.  
 
Please join us and share with parents and leaders.  
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/86880247054 

Meeting ID: 868 8024 7054 

 
  
 

The link to this certificate is below. 
 

This certificate is to certify that this animal is the 4-H project of 
the member. The member may be asked to 
present it at 4-H fairs and horse shows for identification of the 
animal. This certificate is valuable and important 
and should be kept in a safe place. 
 
https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/documents/4-h-horse-certificate_form-
100l-2_r-2021_accessible.pdf 
 

New Mexico State University Cooperative Extension Service will host the New Mexico Youth 
Ranch Management Camp, June 9-14, at the CS Ranch in Cimarron, New Mexico. 

The camp is open to all youth, ages 15-19, who want to learn more about ranch management. 
The application deadline is April 15.  

  
Applicants who are accepted will be notified by April 22. The camp will invite 30 participants, with three 
openings reserved for out-of-state applicants. Scholarship opportunities will be available to applicants 

who are invited. The registration fee of $400 or payment arrangement is due on or before June 2. 
  

“Going to camp was a life-changing experience for 27 New Mexico youth. They didn’t participate in 
recreational activities and crafts, but received college-level instruction in managing a ranch,” said Sid 
Gordon, NMSU Extension agriculture agent and NMYRMC co-chair with Jack Blandford, Luna County 

Extension program director.  
  

Participants will learn about animal care, breeding management, industry strategies, marketing tools, 
economics, natural resource management and rangeland monitoring. A majority of these presentations 
also will provide hands-on experiences. On the final day of the camp, each participant will be part of a 

team and give a ranch plan presentation.   
  

“The collaboration between Extension specialists, county Extension agents and members of the 
ranching industry provides an opportunity for youth to learn about the many aspects of ranching,” 

Gordon said.  
  

Visit https://nmyrm.nmsu.edu/index.html for more information or to apply. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnmsu.zoom.us%2Fj%2F86880247054&data=05%7C02%7Cjczmyrid%40nmsu.edu%7C2faab858bb53440c7e6908dc4db79a47%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638470698164158215%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=97IDmAVTAT22o8blsf1AZ%2FdyPKqICp72QOD2UG59jRY%3D&reserved=0
https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/documents/4-h-horse-certificate_form-100l-2_r-2021_accessible.pdf
https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/documents/4-h-horse-certificate_form-100l-2_r-2021_accessible.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffacebook.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5559a66ba9234044320c2b72b%26id%3D89a4dc0c13%26e%3Df202aef765&data=05%7C02%7Cjczmyrid%40nmsu.edu%7C64de2f5d2961433b185908dc3f84792c%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638455085419858907%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=06GNE5yka7oXelzIGF9BQqW9Izz1Y1y3mUzpLg9Eq1k%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wildlife Contest 
Prep Session 

Dr. Sam Smallidge (NMSU Wildlife Specialist), will 
present Wednesday, May 1st at 5:00 p.m. at the 
Santa Fe County Extension office for a 4-H wildlife 
contest prep session for Senior members interested 
in competing at state. Novice and Junior members 
interested in learning may also attend, but keep in 
mind the content is rigorous and may be too 
advanced for younger members. 
 
RSVP necessary to plan for FOOD and space. 
Respond by April 26th to Joy at: 505-685-4523 or 
jczmyrid@nmsu.edu 
 

 
 
 
 

 A few spots remain – ACT SOON! 

mailto:jczmyrid@nmsu.edu


 

Join the NM State 4-H Leadership Team 
 

The 2024-2025 NM State 4-H Leadership Team Program Information and Application, FAQ and tentative state 4-H 
conference schedule has been posted on the NM 4-H website: https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/leadership/youth.html 
  
The application deadline is June 1, 2024. The application is attached as a pdf and word document as well as the FAQ 
and tentative state 4-H conference schedule. The pdf is NOT a fillable form due to some issues we have had with 
seeing all contents of a printed 'fillable' box. Using the word document is permissible, however, please make sure 
that the questions are not pushed to another page (use the pdf document as a guide). 
 
Again, this year the application will be submitted by the county agent  
 
Information session on April 25 at 5:30pm and April 27 at 9:00am. The link below will be used for both 
meeting times. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://nmsu.zoom.us/j/85415036484 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  
Cheryl 
New Mexico State University 
4-H Volunteer and Leadership Development 
(575)646-1156 (office) 
 

 

 

 

https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/leadership/youth.html
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnmsu.zoom.us%2Fj%2F85415036484&data=05%7C02%7Cjczmyrid%40nmsu.edu%7C993ba144ddae4ad20cc308dc3a314720%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C638449230558086232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OvphYHzzXGKG75GjvK6%2BFLVc0w7g2UmwBuB7oP8PssU%3D&reserved=0


 
  

 



 
 

Heritage Buckle Contest 

YCLC ON THE TRAIL 

For immediate release: February 5, 2024  

Stephenson receives Cattle Growers’ honor, Annual Heritage Program Opens for 2024 

New Mexico Cattle Growers’ Association (NMCGA) announced McKennon Stephenson of 

Roosevelt County as the 2023 recipient of NMCGA Statewide Heritage Contest during the 

Joint Stockmen’s Convention held December 2023. Honored for his reflection and 

commitment to his roots in New Mexico’s ranching industry, Stephenson received a 

commemorative Roosevelt County Heritage belt buckle sponsored by Pat and Cindy Boone, 

a one year junior membership to NMCGA, and a $1,000 scholarship funded by the NMCGA 

Promotions and Marketing Committee.  

Stephenson is a 15 year old from Portales, New Mexico who is engaged in 4-H and FFA 

activities.  He volunteers his time on several youth agricultural educational events including 

“Cow and Kids, Farm Safety Day and Ag Exploders”, which he states “has opened my eyes 

to how foreign agriculture is to these student.  It is fun to see how excited the little kids get 

when they see a Holstein being milked, learn about crops and get to candle an 

egg.”  Stephenson wants to continue his agricultural heritage by expanding the youth 

educational programs in his community. 

New Mexico Cattle Growers’ Association extends a congratulations to all of last year’s 

countywide winners and is also proud to announce the opening of their fourth annual 

Heritage Contest. The contest aims to tell the stories of New Mexico’s youth involved in 

agriculture and highlights the importance of generational ties to land and livestock.  



“Our youth hold the keys to the future of agricultural,” says Amanda Culbertson, NMCGA 

Promotions and Marketing Committee Chairman. “Our youth are great inventors and have 

a vested interest in our industry. NMCGA wants to help tell their stories and new ideas for 

our ranching way of life.  We believe the Heritage contest showcases our diverse industry 

and the families who make their livings at the end of the dirt road.”  

Youth, ages 9 to 15 years, in all 33 counties of New Mexico are eligible to apply, but 

previous winners will not be selected to receive honors. Entries require a 200 to 500 word 

essay response to the prompt: “What new tradition would you like to see implemented in 

today’s agriculture?” Essay submission deadline is May 7, 2024.  

NMCGA board members, county fair board members, and award sponsors will collaborate 

in deciding the final winners from each county. Winners will receive a belt buckle and a one 

year junior membership to NMCGA. All county winners will then be automatically 

advanced to the Statewide Heritage Contest, where their essay submissions could earn them 

a $1,000 scholarship funded through the NMCGA Promotions and Marketing Committee. 

The state wide winner and their family will be awarded and recognized as special guests 

during the 2024 Joint Stockmen’s Convention which will be held in December. 

For more information on the Heritage Buckle Contest, including the contest rules and the 

essay entry form, visit our webiste. For further questions please call the NMCGA office, 505-

247-0584  

  

 
  

 
 

   



 
New Mexico Cattle Growers’ Association  
2024 Agriculture Heritage Essay Contest 

 
Entry Form 

 
Name: ______________________________________________ 

(Please Print) 
 

Address: ____________________________________________ 
 
City: _______________________________________________ 
 
State: _____________      Zip: ______________ 
 
County: _____________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ____________________________________________  
 
Email: ______________________________________________ 
 
Contest Rules: 
 

1. Must be between age 9 and 15 years old 

2. Essay must be 200 to 500 words explaining “What new tradition 
would you like to implement in todays agriculture?” 
 

3. Deadline: All Essays MUST be received in the NMCGA office NO LATER 
than May 7 , 2024  

 
4. Applicants understand any essay received may be used by NMCGA for 

publication. 

5. NMCGA board members along with county fair board members and the 

sponsor will determine the recipient. Winners selected by response to the 

written essay prompt.   

 
6. Buckles and one year membership will be awarded at your county fair.  

Winners are automatically entered in the overall state winner contest for a 
$1,000 scholarship. 

 
7. Previous year winners are not eligible to compete. Previous winners must 

set out 1 year before entering a second time.  
 
Submit Essays to: 
By mail:  
NMCGA / PO Box 850 / Moriarty, NM 87035 
 
By email: nmcgaheritage@gmail.com   

 
  



o  
 

  
State 4-H Ag. & Natural Resources Info. State 4-H Contests 

 
 
4-H Rodeo 
• Please see the attached updated NM 4-H Rodeo Rules. The rules can also be found at the following link on the NM 

State 4-H website https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/4h/2024-2-NM-4-H-Rodeo-Rule-Book.pdf 
 

• Tentative NM 4-H Rodeo Dates: 
o San Juan County, Farmington – July 19 – 21 
o Quay County, Tucumcari – July 26 – 27  
o Sierra County, T or C – August 16 - 18 
o NM 4-H Rodeo Finals – dates and location will be shared when they become available. 

 
• Applications for County 4-H programs to produce a NM 4-H Rodeo are still being accepted until March 15th.  Please 

see the NMSU 4-H Rodeo website:  
• https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/4h/4h-rodeo.html for more information and to find the 4-H Sanctioned Rodeo Application 

Form.   
 

  
4-H Horse 
• NM 4-H Horse School 
• SAVE THE DATE:  The 2024 NM 4-H Horse School will be held June 2 – 6 at McGee Park in San Juan County.  

Please see the attached save the date flyer for more information.  More details will be shared with Counties as they 
become available. 

• Reminder:  NM 4-H Horse ID Certificates are due May 1st.  Certificates can be found at the following link.  
https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/documents/4-h-horse-certificate_form-100l-2_r-2021_accessible.pdf 

 
o NM 4-H Horse Futurity nominations and entry fee are due to the NM State 4-H Office by May 1st.  4-H 

Horse Futurity nomination forms can be found at the following link https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/4h/futurity.html 
 
• Counties planning to host State 4-H Horse show series designated shows please submit anticipated dates and 

locations via email to samlowry@nmsu.edu ASAP. 
 
• Please see the list below of tentative NM 4-H Horse Show Series dates & locations.  Additional dates and locations 

may be added.  Please contact the County Extension Office for shows that you may have questions about. 
 

 
o Bernalillo County, April 13th at Wrights Arena 
o Roosevelt County, June 1st at Cooper Arena 
o San Juan County, June 7th at McGee Park (see attached flyer) 
o De Baca County, June 29th at the De Baca County Fairgrounds 
o Curry County, August 10th at the Curry County Fairgrounds (double judged show) 
o NM State 4-H Horse Show, September 7th at the New Mexico State Fair 

 
• The NM 4-H Horse Show Rules can be found at the following link: 

https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/documents/2023-Final-New-Mexico-4H-Horse-Show-Rules1.pdf 

https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/4h/2024-2-NM-4-H-Rodeo-Rule-Book.pdf
https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/4h/4h-rodeo.html
https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/documents/4-h-horse-certificate_form-100l-2_r-2021_accessible.pdf
https://nm4h.nmsu.edu/documents/2023-Final-New-Mexico-4H-Horse-Show-Rules1.pdf


 

 
 
 
    
  



 



  

Rio Arriba County FCS Agent & FCS 4-H 


