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page W .3 Worksheet #2 

Pesticide Storage and Handling: Assessing Drinking Water Contamination Risk 
1. Use   pencil. You m y w nt to m ke ch nges. 3. Then look  bove the description you circled to find your “r nk number” 
2. For e ch c tegory listed on the left th t is  ppropri te to your

 (4, 3, 2 or 1)  nd enter th t number in the bl nk under 
“your r nk.”

 f rmste d, re d  cross to the right  nd circle the st tement 
4. Directions on over ll scoring  ppe r  t the end of the worksheet.

 th t 
best describes conditions on your f rmste d. (Skip  nd 5. Allow  bout 15-30 minutes to complete the worksheet  nd figure out

 le ve bl nk  ny c tegories th t don’t  pply to your f rmste d.)
    your risk r nking for pesticide stor ge  nd h ndling pr ctices. 

YOURRANK 4 RANK 3 RANK 2 RANK 1 
RANK 

P STICID  STORAG  

Amount stored No pesticides stored  t Less th n 1 g llon or More th n 1 g llon or More th n 55 g llons or 
 ny time. less th n 10 pounds of more th n 10 pounds of more th n 550 pounds 

e ch pesticide. e ch pesticide. of e ch pesticide. 

Types stored: No chemic ls stored. Chemic ls cl ssified  s Chemic ls cl ssified  s Chemic ls cl ssified  s 
Leachability* h ving low le ching h ving medium le ch- h ving high le ching 

potenti l. ing potenti l. potenti l. 

Liquid or dry No liquids. All dry. Some liquids. Mostly Mostly liquids. Some All liquids. 
formulation dry. dry. 

Spill or leak Imperme ble surf ce Imperme ble surf ce 
control in (such  s concrete) does with curb inst lled h s 
storage area not  llow spills to so k some cr cks,  llowing 

into soil. Curb inst lled spills to get to soil. OR 
on floor to cont in le ks imperme ble surf ce 
 nd spills. without cr cks h s no 

curb inst lled. 

Perme ble surf cePerme ble surf ce 
(wooden floor) (gr vel or dirt floor). 
h s some cr cks. Spills could cont mi-
Imperme ble surf ce n te floor. 
h s no curb. Spills 
could cont min te 
wood or soil. 

Containers Origin l cont iners Origin l cont iners old. Cont iners old but Cont iners h ve holes 
cle rly l beled. No L bels p rti lly missing p tched. Met l cont in- or te rs th t  llow 
holes, te rs or we k or h rd to re d. ers show signs of chemic ls to le k. 
se ms. rusting. No l bels. 

*See  tt ched Pesticide Le ch bility Ch rt. 
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RANK 4 

P STICID  STORAG  (continued) 

RANK 3 RANK 2 RANK 1 
YOUR 
RANK 

Security Fenced or locked  re  
sep r te from  ll other 
 ctivities. 

MIXING AND LOADING PRACTIC S 

Fenced  re  sep r te 
from most other  ctivi-
ties. 

Open to  ctivities th t 
could d m ge cont in-
ers or spill chemic ls. 

Open  ccess to theft, 
v nd lism  nd children. 

Location of well in 100 feet or more 
relation to mixing/ downslop from well. 
loading area with 
no curbed and 
impermeable 
containment area 

50-100 feet downslope 
from well. 

10-50 feet downslope 
from well, or 100-500 
feet upslope. 

Within 10 feet down-
slope or within 
100 feet upslope 
from well. 

Mixing and loading Concrete p d with curb 
pad (Spill contain- keeps spills cont ined. 
ment) Sump  llows collection 

 nd tr nsfer to stor ge. 

Concrete p d with curb 
keeps spills cont ined. 
No sump. 

Concrete p d with some 
cr cks keeps some 
spills cont ined. No 
curb or sump. 

No mixing/lo ding p d. 
Perme ble soil (s nd). 
Spills so k into ground. 

Backflow Anti-b ckflow device 
prevention on inst lled or 6-inch  ir 
water supply g p m int ined  bove 

spr yer t nk. 

Anti-b ckflow device 
inst lled. Hose in t nk 
 bove w terline. 

No  nti-b ckflow 
device. Hose in t nk 
 bove w terline. 

No  nti-b ckflow 
device. Hose in t nk 
below w ter line. 

Water source Sep r te w ter t nk. 

Filling supervision Const nt 

Hydr nt  w y from 
well. 

Hydr nt ne r well. 

Frequent 

Obt ined directly from 
well. 

Seldom or never. 
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RANK 4 RANK 3 RANK 2 RANK 1 
YOUR 
RANK 

MIXING AND LOADING PRACTIC S (continued) 

Handling system Closed system for  ll 
liquid  nd dry product 
tr nsfers. 

Closed system for most 
liquids. Some liquid 
 nd dry product h nd 
poured. Spr yer fill 
port e sy to re ch. 

All liquids  nd dry 
product h nd poured. 
Spr yer fill port e sy to 
re ch. 

All liquids  nd dry 
product h nd poured. 
Spr yer fill port h rd to 
re ch. 

Sprayer cleaning 
and rinsate (rinse 
water) disposal 

Spr yer w shed out in 
field. Rins te used in 
next lo d  nd  pplied 
to l beled crop. 

Spr yer w shed out on 
p d  t f rmste d. 
Rins te used in next 
lo d  nd  pplied to 
l beled crop. 

Spr yer w shed out  t 
f rmste d. Rins te 
spr yed less th n 100 
feet from well. 

Spr yer w shed out  t 
f rmste d. Rinsate 
dumped at farmstead 
or in field. 

CONTAIN R DISPOSAL 

Disposal location Triple-rinsed cont in- Unrinsed cont iners Dispos l of unrinsed Dispos l of p rti lly 
ers returned to de lers  nd empty b gs t ken cont iners or empty filled pl stic or p per 
or t ken to licensed to licensed l ndfill, b gs on f rm. Dispos l cont iners on f rm. 
l ndfill or municip l municip l inciner tor of triple-rinsed cont in- Disposal of container 
inciner tor. B gs or dump. ers on f rm. Disposal in a manner inconsis-
returned to supplier or of container in a tent with the label. 
h z rdous w ste manner inconsistent 
collection service used. with the label. 

Boldface type:Besides representing   higher-risk choice, this pr ctice  lso viol tes New Mexico l w. 

TOTAL 

Use this total to calculate 
risk ranking on back page 
of worksheet. 
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