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Copyright and Fair Use
by Frank Sholedice, Assistant Editor
What is copyright?

and any other pertinent information

Creative Commons

Copyright laws protect material from

(e.g., will you be selling your material).

Creative commons (CC) is an

unauthorized distribution, copying, or

Be sure to keep a copy of the letter or

alternative to regular copyright law

adaptation. Copyright is automatic—

email granting you permission.

that provides more flexibility than the

as soon as something is set down in a

normal “all rights reserved.” A CC

medium (print, film, audio, Internet,

Public Domain

license holder can specify what level

etc.), it is copyrighted. If you are

Any materials produced by the

of use to allow (e.g., reproduction

quoting or paraphrasing a source, a

U.S. government and anything

for non-commercial use, or

simple citation is sufficient. However,

published in the U.S. before 1923 are

adaptation but not reproduction). See

if you reproduce any material that

in the “public domain” and are not

creativecommons.org for more and to

is not your own (e.g., an image, a

copyright protected. You may freely

find CC-licensed material.

brochure, a graph), you must first

reproduce such materials,

get permission from the copyright

but be sure to include a citation

Conclusion

holder.

when doing so.

Better safe than sorry! If you’re unsure
if you need permission, it’s best to

How to ask for permission to reproduce
something?

Fair Use

request it anyway. Always document

Fair use is an exception to copyright

your attempts to seek permission. For

law that allows for reproduction

public domain or CC-licensed images

The permission to reproduce

of copyrighted works for certain

and other materials, check out http://

copyrighted material must be in

purposes—without seeking permission.

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_domain_

writing, so send an email or letter to

See http://nmsu.libguides.com/

image_resources, creativecommons.org,

the copyright holder. In your request,

content.php?pid=60019&sid=449716

bugwood.org, www.photolib.noaa.gov,

describe the material you would like to

to learn more.

or images.fws.gov.

use, how you plan to use it (including
how your material will be distributed),
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